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Recently the kids at the Tokata Youth Center (TYC) 
�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���E�X�W�W�H�U�g�L�H�V���D�Q�G���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���W�K�H�P���D�O�O���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
around the 2 Corinthians 5:17 verse.

�7�K�H���P�H�W�D�P�R�U�S�K�R�V�L�V���W�K�D�W���W�D�N�H�V���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D���F�D�W�H�U�S�L�O�O�D�U��
�L�V�� �D�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�D�E�O�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U�� �R�I��
�W�K�H�����S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���J�R�V�S�H�O�����7�K�H�\���V�W�D�U�W���D�V���O�L�W�W�O�H���F�D�W�H�U�S�L�O�O�D�U�V��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���E�X�L�O�G���D���F�R�F�R�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D���E�X�U�L�D�O���R�I���Z�K�D�W��
�Z�D�V���R�O�G���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z�@�U�H�E�R�U�Q���L�Q�W�R���D��
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�Z�K�D�W�� �*�R�G�� �L�V�� �G�R�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�W�K�� �D�Q�G��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���K�H�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���&�U�R�Z���&�U�H�H�N���5�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
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�W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �7�R�N�D�W�D�� �<�R�X�W�K�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U����������������
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�L�V�� �O�D�L�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�R�R�I�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G�� �V�R�R�Q���� �7�K�L�V��
�G�U�H�D�P�� �L�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �D�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�&�U�R�Z�� �&�U�H�H�N�� �6�L�R�X�[�� �5�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�L�V�� �V�S�D�F�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W��
�M�X�V�W�� �E�H�� �D�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���� �L�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�� �D�Q�F�K�R�U�� �R�I��
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�U�H�J�D�L�Q���K�R�S�H�����D�Q�G���I�R�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���W�R���E�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�G��

TOKATA YOUTH CENTER PROGRESS

In the coming months, we will be contacting many friends and partners 
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PAID IN FULL:
CELEBRATING YOUR GENEROSITY! A VISION FOR CONNECTION
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around the 2 Corinthians 5:17 verse.
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In a heartfelt moment of gratitude and celebration, the 
Tokata Youth Center staff were invited to a special meal to 
recognize their hard work and dedication. The highlight 
of the afternoon came when it was announced that the
TYC construction loan had been PAID IN FULL. The room 
erupted with squeals of delight, laughter, and heartfelt 
cheers.
But the surprises didn’t stop there. It was also shared that, 
with the debt eliminated, the long-standing wage freeze 
would finally be lifted. Our Youth Mentors—who have 
tirelessly poured their hearts into the lives of the Crow 
Creek Sioux Tribe’s youth—were overjoyed to hear they would receive well-deserved wage 
increases in 2025.
These mentors have been the backbone of our programming, offering love, guidance, and 
support to hundreds of tribal youth. As they processed the news, their gratitude and excitement 
were contagious. This milestone signifies not just financial freedom but a renewed ability to 
invest in those who make the TYC’s mission possible every day.
Thanks to the generosity of many, this celebration marks a new chapter for the TYC, where 
the possibilities for growth and impact are limitless. Wopida Tanka—THANK YOU!

PO Box 438
Fort Thompson
South Dakota 57339
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THANK YOU!

Thank you for your faithful support of. You are impacting 
many lives through your encouragement. Recently one of 
the young men from Fort Thompson, Max Hawk Big Eagle 
finished his first year of  Bible College. Max has a strong  
desire to serve the Lord after growing up involved with 
Diamond Willow Ministries and working at the Tokata 
Youth Center in High School. This summer he is serving at 
Huron Christian Church, SD, as an intern. Before leaving to 
serve, he preached at the Ikce Oyate Christian Center in 
May. Max is just one of the many people your investment 
has allowed to see and experience the abundant life Jesus   
offers and he now wants to share that with others.

CELEBRATING YOUTH MENTORS:
A SURPRISE TO REMEMBER

Recently the kids at the Tokata Youth Center (TYC) 
decorated butterflies and gathered them all together 
around the 2 Corinthians 5:17 verse.

The metamorphosis that takes place in a caterpillar 
is a remarkable transformation and a reminder of 
the  power of the gospel. They start as little caterpillars 
and then build a cocoon which is a burial of what 
was old to become something new—reborn into a 
beautiful butterfly! This is a wonderful reminder of 
what God is doing in the lives of the youth and 
families here on the Crow Creek Reservation.

Transformation has also been taking place during 
the construction of the new Tokata Youth Center        
building. Since the ground was broken in September, 
construction progressed throughout the winter 
and spring despite some cold temperatures and 
harsh winds. The walls are up, concrete flooring 
is laid, and the roof will be completed soon. This 
dream is becoming a reality for the people of the 
Crow Creek Sioux Reservation. This space will not 
just be a building, it will represent an anchor of 
hope for the community. Please continue to pray 
for it to be a place for children to dream, adults to 
regain hope, and for families to be encouraged.

TOKATA YOUTH CENTER PROGRESS

In the coming months, we will be contacting many friends and partners 
directly to explain the effort and seek your partnership to achieve the 
goals of the Tokata Initiative (TYC Capital Campaign). If you would 
like to talk with someone immediately, please contact Rod Vaughn at 

rod.vaughn@d-w-m.org or 605-245-2685.


