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There is an adage that states, “Everything old is new again.” Andrew Thomas 
certainly isn’t old, but he has returned to his boyhood home of five and a 
half years, to a whole new season of life. Andrew, the son of Dave and Vicki 
Thomas, lived onsite at Diamond Willow Ministries from 2011-2016 while 
his father Dave served on staff. While attending college, Andrew served as 
an invaluable Intern for our Cantemawaste Youth Camps for two years, as 
well as leading Spring Break groups for service work during several springs. 
Now, as a recent graduate of Central Christian College of the Bible with a BA 
in Cross Cultural Ministries, Andrew returns to live onsite and serve as the 
newest member of our fulltime staff. Andrew will have a role in assisting Rod 
with teaching and preaching, as well as giving an energetic helping hand 
with other ministry activities such as Cantemawaste Youth Camps.  

Whether it is hunting, photography or simply spending leisure time, Andrew 
can be found doing just about anything outside. If you spend any amount of 
time talking with him about his hobbies, it will be apparent that sunsets and 
sunrises speak to his heart. They bring him into a personal communion with 
the Lord and paint a beautiful biblical reminder of the throne of God and 
the glory that is described there. For this reason, Andrew’s favorite place in 
the world is the river bluffs overlooking the Big Bend of the Missouri River. 
This spot boasts some of the most magnificent sunsets known to man and 
is a perfect reminder of Psalm 113:3, “From the rising of the sun to the 
place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” This verse speaks 
to who Andrew is, a young man who seeks to praise the Lord and we are 
excited to see how God will use him. We feel blessed to have Andrew home 
again. 

Andrew Thomas

ICOM

The International Conference on Missions (ICOM) is an annual fall 
gathering with the goal to Encourage, Equip, and Enlist God’s people 
to reach the world with the Gospel. This annual conference provides 
Diamond Willow Ministries a great forum to connect with churches and 
people in which we share a common passion – sharing the love of Jesus!  

Due to the lingering impacts of COVID-19, this conference will 
largely be taking place virtually this November 20th and 21st. If you 
were planning on meeting with us, we won’t be able to do so in 
person this year. However, we can still meet virtually! We will 
have a virtual booth and can still connect at ICOM. Please simply 
visit www.theicom.org to register to attend. You will gain access to the 
main sessions and workshops, as well as the virtual exhibit hall where 
you can explore and learn about over 100 ministries, including us!



In mid-May we had the first confirmed cases of COVID-19 here in the community of Fort Thompson. It 
has been said that after this pandemic, “We will never be the same again.” That phrase is often uttered 
as a negative, but our desire, even as we mourn with those that are grieving losses due to Covid-19, is to 
come out of this pandemic changed. We desire as individuals, a church family, and as a community, to have 
forged in this fire a greater and stronger LOVE for God and Jesus Christ, and for each other.  

During one particular tragedy this summer, a young community member lost their life suddenly and 
unexpectedly. In the midst of this unimaginable grief, the immediate family struggled with how to find 
the balance between social distancing protocols and the desire to gather with loved ones for comfort.  
Planning challenges were further amplified as the cultural practice for wakes and the funeral in our 
community involves two or more days of social gathering and communally shared meals. After much 
discussion and prayer, a proper plan to balance these considerations was decided upon. To the tremendous 
relief of the family, the grassy field at Diamond Willow Ministries became a setting where the grieving 
process could move forward during the multi-day wakes and funeral service.

Family, friends and community came together appropriately and cried out to God, and to cry healing tears 
supporting one another.  God declares in 1 Corinthians 12:26 that, “If one part suffers, every part suffers 
with it…”  We witnessed love growing even in suffering, building and strengthening the local Ikce Oyate 
Christian Center Tiospaye (extended family). 

The Diamond Willow Ministries Tiospaye spans from east coast to the west. It is a beautiful, varied tapestry 
of people with a shared love for God and others. So many from around the country have a role to fulfill 
in this extended family. However in 2020, with increased isolation and grief, there has been a beautiful 
outcome emerging, the strengthening bond of love within the local community, within the Ikce Oyate 
Christian Center family here at the Crow Creek Hunkpati Nation. Praise God! Our prayer moving forward is 
that more and more will be able to make the declaration of Romans 8:37-38 that, “No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present not the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”

4x4 Pickup
Our area is well known for challenging winter weather conditions; plenty of cold, a moderate 
amount of snow, and an abundance of wind to move and drift what snow we have. We have a snow 
blade/plow that mounts onto a pickup and it is very effective in moving the snow, thus allowing 
Sunday worship, mid-week bible study, and all the other events to continue to take place all winter long.  

The problem, our ol’ trusty Dodge pickup is past the point of repair.  It is running, but without a 
complete overhaul it does not have the power to move snow another winter. It is ready for 
retirement to an easier life. So we do have a real and immediate need for a dependable 
used 4x4 pickup for which to mount our snow removal equipment. If you have one that you 
may be willing to donate, or help raise funds for us to purchase one, please contact Rod.
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Camp-In-A-Box

*If you would like to receive information on Cantemawaste Youth Camp 2021
please email your request to Melinda “Cricket” Vaughn at cricket.vaughn@d-w-m.org. Thank you!

For those that were raised watching the wintertime classic, Rudolf 
the Red-nosed Reindeer, you may remember the line from the Island 
of Misfit Toys as the Jack-In-the-Box sadly exclaims, “No child wants 
to play with a Charlie-In-A-Box!” Well, this summer the local youth 
DID want, and relished the opportunity to have “Camp-In-A-Box”!  

The concept of Camp-In-A-Box was a result of the local youth 
being very disappointed to not be able to enjoy all the fun, 
games, camaraderie and biblical learning that takes place in our 
summer Cantemawaste Youth Camps. As an alternative, we designed 
a “Camp-In-A-Box” experience that included boxes of snacks, 
lessons, crafts, and prizes as well as lesson videos that were 
uploaded onto YouTube and Facebook. This was a collaborative 
effort as community individuals helped as well. Youth as well as 
parents and guardians, were grateful and excited for the program. 
Overall, this was helpful and encouraging for the community, 
especially those who are involved with the Tokata Youth Center. 
 


